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the time of heating, an error of a few minutes producing a much more detri-
mental effect than a similar error in a longer time of cure.
Another point which has to be considered in selecting an accelerator is
its toxicity. ^-Phenylene diamine, which gives very good results, is exceed-
ingly poisonous, and is very little used at the present time. This has been
reported on * as probably the most poisonous accelerator hitherto proposed.
Hexamethylenetetramine is liable to produce a rash, the occurrence of which
may be avoided by washing the hands and arms in sodium bicarbonate
solution.f Aniline, which at one time was largely used, but is only infrequently
employed at present, also produces undesirable effects, and ^?-nitrosodimethyl-
aniline has similarly been stated to cause skin troubles.^
* J. I. E. a, 1918, 10, 865.                          t Shepard and Krall, I. R. W., 1919, 61, 75.
J Report of the Chief Inspector of Factories and Workshops, 1922.